Vol. I. 


VISI 


O 


C2) 


ONS 


Numb. 6. 


E 


Sir Heilter Ryley: 


WITH 


OTHER 


ENTERTAINMENTS, 


= s 





Oi, Friday September 7 1710. 





Fiom my Houfe in $e. James's Square, 
Auguft 29 


S I was walking about my 
Chamber in a Melancholy 
Humour, mufing on the 
Wars and Tumults that 

have for many Years difturb’d the 
World,and made fome Princes mad, 
a Meflenger came inall hafte, and 
call’d me out (as he pretended) to 
fome Company, who waited my 
Coming. Being tir’d out with a long 
Day’s Study upon a tedious Task of 
Philofophy, wens in expectation 
‘of improving my Mind with Variety 
of Difcourfes that were of a higher 
Nature. Upon my Arrival within a 
Stone’s Caft of the Houfe to which I 
was going, I met a Man with a dark 
Lanthorn, who faid he was coming 
for me. I was furpriz’d, and dreaded 


an ill Defign againft my Perfon ; but 
he told me it was only to let me in- 
to a Secret of a Love-Plot, wherein 
I fhould be prefented with many 
{trange Scenes very diverting. Alas! 
(fays 1) as for my Part, I neither 
under{tand the Intrigues nor the Po- 
licies of Amours; and for an Old 
Man to go among Lovers, will ra- 
ther fpoit Mirth than add any En- 
joyment to the Youthful; fince on 
fuch Occafions they defire to be pri- 
vate. However, he prevail’d upon 
me to go,and conducted me through 
feveral By-Alleys. At laft we came 
to a pair of Back-Stairs which led 
into a large Room curioufly painted 
and beautified with fuitable Orna- 
ments, but illuminated only with a 
fmall Rufh-Light. Out of this A- - 
partment I was brought into a With- 
drawing-Chamber adjoyning to it, 
in which was a Safh-Window over 


the 
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the Door. I was here bid to fic down 
in the Dark, and charg’d, upon pain 
of Death,not to ftir or make the leaft 
Noif. After fome fhort ftay | fell 
aflleep anddream'd,orat leaft thought 
] heard fome Body {teal inro the next 
Room, as if it had been a Robber. I 
look’d and {aw a Perfon,who by the 
Biaze of the Candle appeared to be 
of an admirable Shape and Beauty, 
well drefa’d, and much of a Gentle- 
man. After him enter’d a Young 
Lady in her Nighr-Attire, but not 
like that of a Harlot; for | obferved 
Modefty difcover'd it felf in her very 
Air and Deportmenr. ‘The Joy ex- 
prefs'd at this Meeting was uncom- 
mon, and difcovered to me that they 
were two affectionate Lovers, ftole 
out cither from Company or Retire- 
ment, to carry on their Amours un- 
known to any except one particular 
Favourite. As | was obferving the 
Innocency of their Embraces, and 
the agrecableConverfition that pafs'd 
between them ; J heard a tapping at 
the Door, which occafioned a great 
Surprize. Upon this the Lady went 
to fee who it was, and finding it to 
be her Waiting-Maid, let her in. 
Madam (fays fhe) you have intrufted 
me with all your Secrets; therefore 
1 am bound in Dury to difcover eve- 
ry thing I know to be acting in pre- 
judice to your Intereft, or at leaft ro 
your Pleafure. Whereupon the Lady 
ftarted back and faid, What's the 
Matter, Nancy ? is my Mother taken 
ill and wants me?No (fays the Maid) 
fomething worfe than all that has fell 


out; The Duke your Father is told 


that a ian was fren jut now in the 
dead of the Night coming up Stairs, 
and I after him, what fhail I fay to 
difguife the Truth ? For my Lord 
Duke him{-lf is waiting below in the 
Parlour to {ee who goes out at the 
Fore Gate. Upon this a Confulta- 
tion was held, how to avoid Difco- 
very. In the end, it was agreed 
between them, tharthe Lady fhould 
put on the Gentleman’s Cloaths and 
he a fuit of hers; that fhe fhould go 
out firft, and walk in the Court ; and 
if any examin’d her, fhe fhould pre- 
tend the Difguife was only a Frolick 
to make merry and divert her felf in 
the Morning with telling the Story ; 
that foon after her Departure the 
Gentleman fhould go forth in her 
Drefs, and fhift for himfeif by climb- 
ing over the Garden-Wall with rhe 
help of a Ladder, which fhould be 
ready to further his Efcape. Accor- 
yg Lady walked in theCourt 
in the Gentleman’s Habit, who after 
fhe had fetch’d a few Turns, was 
feiz'd upon by order of the Duke, 
and carried before him, where bein 

examined, fhe difCovered her fel 

and bege’d her Father's Pardon ; tel 
ling him that a Gentlewoman of her 
Acquaintance perf{waded her to this 
Froliek ; but it it offended his Grace 


fhe would do fo no more. The Duke 
was well fatisfied with the Anfwer, 
difmifs’d her with a Smile.and fem. 
ed to be difpleafed with the Perfon 
who took notice of fuch an innocent 


Diverfion. ‘The next Night, the 
Lover came again abour the fime 
Hour,and enjoyed his MiltreG with- 

out 
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out the leaft Difturbance or Sufpici- 
on, but venturing again the third 
Night, they were difcovered, and 
both taken Prifoners in good earnclt, 
iathe midft of all their Mirth and 
Jolliry, which occafioned a fad Con. 
tufion; for the Spark underwent the 
Pains of a ling’ring Death, and the 
Virgin fwoon'd away and was given 
over for dead. {| would fain have 
learnt the Names of the two Lovers, 
bur could not ; neither do I weil re- 
member the Houfe where this Amour 
was carried on; only when I awak’d, 
this | knew,ir was either near a City 
by a Prince’s Court, or not far from 
a Caltle where Sentinels are fer Night 
and Day to keep Guard ; for I heard 
a Drum beat a Tattoo as the Man 
was leading me through the private 
Paffages to the Apartment of the 
Lovers ; yet I relate it as a Vifion, 
and defire all f write fhould be ac- 
counted fo: But if now and thena 
Dream proves a real Matter of Fact 
larely tranfacted ; I hope none will 
be offended: Since | take care to fet 
off all the Actions | treat on, witha 
Face cither of Virtue or Innocency ; 
for where things appear othcrwife, 
J always remain filent. 





St. Fames’s Square, Augult 30. 


HE lahiWeck my A ffairscall’d me 
into the Country for a few Days. 
According to my Cuftom I took that 
Occafion to acquaint my felf wih 
Gentlemen of the beft Fafhion, and 
meeting with one 1 had fome Know- 


ledge of , for want of better Dit 
courfe, 1 ask’d him whether he had 
marricd the Lady he courted when 
he wns at my Houfe. He told me, 
fhe had to his Trouble been his 
Wife ‘Ten Years. Knowing the 
Gentlewoman,. and the Fortune he 
had with ber I wasfurpriz’d to hear 
him talk at fuch a rate. What (faid 
1) will not a Beautiful Woman and 
"Ten Thoufand Guineas make a Man 
ealie ? Fic ! fie! Pray paf over thet 
Things. let us call another Subject. 
Here he bid me {top, and have Pati- 
ence to hear what he had to fay in 
his Defence. Sir Heifter (faid he) I 
know you have experienced the 
World, I'll only offer to you one 
Queftion, Pray what would you 
think of a Wife that fhould fpend 
Two Thoufind Pounds per Annum 
when you have burt one coming in? 
I have run back every Year in my 
Eftate, and expect in a few more to 
peep thro’ Iror Grates, and tell Peo- 
ple asthey pul: by, Here lies penn’d 
up in Prifona Mannobly defcended, 
who once had of his own Five Hun- 
dred Acres of Free- Land T'wo Ma- 
nour Houfes, a Pack of Hounds and 
a Coach and Four; but unhappily 
meeting with a Wife, whofe Youth, 
Fortune and Beauty, with a little 
Pride and fome Poily, obliged her 
to lie in Bed till Nine in the Morn- 
ing, to be a Dreiling till Twelve, 
playing with-her Squirrel till Two, 
fitting at Dinner till Four, entertain- 
ing V ifitors till Six,at the Play-houfe 
till Ten, at Supper till Twelve, and 
Gaming till Three the next Morn- 

ing 





€ 24 


Morning. As he he was going to 
tell me his Lady thought ic a Trifle 
to lofe Twenty or Thirty Guineas 
at a fitting, 2 Gentleman of his Ac- 
quaintaince came in, and underitan- 
ding what Matters we had been up 

1, faid, thac waving all the Ex- 
travagancy of Wives, and fuppoting 
every Woman to be vertuous, and 
endu'd with a Thoufgnd good Qua- 
lities, he was not for marrying at all. 
For (faid he) [have always taken 
that Sleep into which the Deity cait 
Adam betore he prefented him) with 
a Wife, not oniy fora Caution to 
diftrult our own Sight, as a very 
evil Counfellor in this Affair; bur 


for a Moral Hint, That no Man 


( 


would ever clog himfelt with that 
Incumberance, it the Eyes of his 
Mind were open enough to forfee 


the Inconveniency to which he fub- 
jets himflf, who enters into fo dan- 
gerous a Correfpondence: For in 
that troublefome Strate, faid he, a 
Man meets with feveral Blows of 
Fortune, which a fingle Life wards 
off ; befides the Cares of a Family, 
the inevitable Jealoufie of a Wiite, 
on account of the Charms we find 
in her, and the Fear of being woun- 
ded in the moft fecret Point by her* 
Wantonnefs, Hearing him talk at 
this mad rate, I beg’d leave of him 
to be ftill while I {poke a few Words, 
Men (faid I) though they are not all 
of a fanguine Complexion; yet they 
are generally of a gay Nature, and 
therefore muft have the Converfa- 


) 


tion of Women. Wherein can they 
delight themfelves more in thofe 
fweet Streams of Pleafurc, than by 
every Man's taking one Woman 
whom he | and being ravifhed 
with her Affcctions only; living with 
her in that commendable Srate which 
God and Angels aflent to, and which 
the Starsin the Firmament feem to 
dart their kind Influence upon, with 
a favourable Afpect,asthey lye fleep- 
ing embraced in each others Arms. 
Marriage.I told the Gentleman, was 
fo noble a Society, that it refembles 
the Beautiful Creation ; wherein all 
thingsare at Unity withinthemfelves : 
But he who runs counter to this ho- 
nourable Rule, and takes for a Com- 
panion a Woman of Fortune; her 
AffeQions he retains no longer than 
his Treafire bribes her with new 
Gifts,perhaps not fo long neither:For 
it is not ftrange if fhe rakes his Gold, 
and deprives him of all her Love ; as 
beftowing that Flower on another 
Perfon, or which is worfe, dividing 
itamong many. Indeed the Man- 
ners of fome married Women are at 
prefent arrived aca very ftrange Pe- 
riod ; and the Proftitution of fome, 
whofe Honour abfolutely depends on 
their Condu&, is what is not to be 
accounted for; nor could any thing 
bur feeing it every Day lead me into 
a Belief that it was poilible,yet how- 
ever it is an unpardonable Fault in 
the Men to condemn the whole Race 
for the Slips of a few. 
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